
 

 

RUTHERFORD COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
Monday, March 17, 2025 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Benjamin Groce      

Rollie Holden Jr.      

Sam Huddleston      

Phil King 

Dina Piazza 

Susan Quesenberry 

Kory Wells 

Marzee Woodward 

Cody York      

 

MEMBER/S ABSENT: 

Lisa Brewer   

 

One (1) seat on the board is currently vacant 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Mindy Barrett, RCLS Interim Director  Cassandra Taylor, Smyrna Branch Manager 

Kathleen Tyree, TEC Branch Manager  Leslie Collum, FOLL President 

Kristen Birckholtz, MGL Branch Supervisor  Elsa Britt 

Kate Huddleston, SRRL Director   

 

OTHERS ABSENT: 

 

PUBLIC (who signed in): 

Angie McFarlin     Lori Lewis 

Brenda Baggett     Mike Cleaves 

Gary Baggett      Kristen West 

W.D. Woodward     Linda Rollins 

Tatiana Silvas      Katie Turner 

Lisa Elder      Morgan Fipps 

Carolyn Faulkner      Samantha Mitchem 

Jeff Wiencek      Amy Curtis 

Barbara Wiencek     Susan Todd 

Beverly Day Budds     Amanda Caperton 

Tom Budds      Michele Johnson 

Heather Cook      Kelly Northcutt 

Brittany Pittman     Chris Warren 

Angela Tipps      Jessica Robertson 

Janine Castro      Talitha Cox 

================================================================ 



RCLS Board Minutes of Meeting 

Monday, March 17, 2025 

Page 2 of 5 

--------------------------------------- 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Rutherford County Library System was 

called to order by Mr. Phil King, Chair, on Monday, March 17, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. at the Historic 

Rutherford County Courthouse, Second Floor Courtroom, 1 Public Square, Murfreesboro, TN. 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER/S:    
Mr. King acknowledged a new board member, Mr. Sam Huddleston, representing the City of 

Murfreesboro and replacing Mr. Shawn Wright. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS (action items on the agenda):  All speakers expressed their support or 

opposition to Item 9 – Other Business of the Agenda: (a) Remove material that promotes, 

encourages, advocates for, or normalizes transgenderism or "gender confusion" in minors, and 

(b) request for reconsideration – to withdraw the book Me and My Dysphoria Monster by Laura 

Kate Dale from the collection. All speakers were residents of Murfreesboro/Rutherford County 

and library card holders. 

1.  Angela Tipps spoke in opposition to the motion. 

2.  Jessica Robertson spoke in opposition to the motion. 

3.  Katie Turner spoke in opposition to the motion. 

4.  Janine Castro spoke in favor of the motion. 

5.  Talitha Cox spoke in favor of the motion. 

 

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETING: 

The Minutes of Meeting held on February 3, 2025, were presented for consideration.  Ms. 

Woodward made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  There being no further 

corrections, amendments, revisions, or changes, Ms. Piazza seconded.  Those who were present 

voted “aye.” Motion carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  None. 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD 
Budget and Finance:  Ms. Brewer was absent.  Mr. King presented the financial reports ending 

February 28, 2025.   Ms. Woodward made a motion to approve the financial reports as presented.  

Ms. Quesenberry seconded.  Those who were present voted “aye.” Motion carried. 

 

By-Laws & Policies:  Vacant.  Nothing to report.   

 

Development & Acquisitions:  Mr. Holden had nothing to report at this time. 

 

Facility Maintenance:  Mr. Holden made a motion to approve $3,500.00 from the reserves for 

the Smyrna Library to pay J & J Lawn Care & Pressure Washing (the lowest bidder) to pressure 

wash the building.  Mr. York seconded.  Those who were present voted “aye.” Motion carried. 

Nominating:   Mr. Groce had nothing to report at this time. 

 

Personnel Committee:  Ms. Woodward gave an update on the library director search:  
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 The posting for the job went live on March 3, 2025, via the websites of ALA, TLA, ILA, 

Indeed, and through the Stones River listserv. The deadline for applications is March 

28th. The search firm, Deiters & Todd, has already received paperwork from one (1) 

interested candidate.   

 

 The Board’s semi-final Zoom interview schedule with selected candidates will be   

 1st Zoom interview session – Monday, April 7th, at 4:00 p.m.   

 

 2nd Zoom interview session – Thursday, April 10th, at 5:00 p.m. 

 

 The final interview will be in-person: Saturday, May 3rd, at 10:30 a.m. at Linebaugh 

Library. (Note: This interview must comply with public meeting laws.)   

 

 Deiters & Todd projects that if everything goes well, the RCLS will have a director by 

mid-June.   

 

 Mr. Holden suggested holding an informal reception for the candidates, to be attended by 

the Foundation Board, Library Board, interested funding body officials, and friends of 

the libraries. This will be a good opportunity for the board to observe the candidates and 

how they interact with our various constituents. 

 

Strategic Planning:  Ms. Wells mentioned an understanding that the committee will delay 

updating the RCLS Strategic Plan until a director is hired. Also, as there are many new board 

members, she will send out a copy of the latest strategic plan (2023-2026) as well as data that 

have been collected in recent years that relate to the chair's interest in collecting community 

feedback. 

Ad Hoc Committee:  Mr. King mentioned that there is no ad hoc committee established at the 

moment.  However, when a new director is hired, he would like to conduct a survey, possibly 

with MTSU assistance, on what the community wants in the library system.  

 

REPORTS FROM LIBRARIES & SUPPORT ORGANIZATIONS (as needed):   
Linebaugh Library:   Reports submitted in the packet. 

 

MGL Library:    Reports submitted in the packet. 

 

Technology Engagement Center (TEC):  Reports submitted in the board packet.  Ms. Barrett 

added the following: 

 

 March 14, 2025 event – Pi Day Celebration was a success.  35 people attended the event. 

 The Homeschool STEAM Club is gaining momentum. The first session, held in 

February, had 15 attendees, and the second session, held on March 7, 2025, had 34 

attendees; TEC had to turn people away due to limited space and materials. For the next 

sessions, pre-registration is now required. 
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Bookmobile (BKM):  Reports submitted in the board packet. 

 

Historical Research Center (HRC):    Reports submitted in the board packet. 

  

Friends of Linebaugh Library (FOLL):  Reports submitted in the board packet. 

 

Smyrna Public Library (SPL):  Reports submitted in the board packet. 

 

Friends of Smyrna Library (FOSL):  Reports submitted in the board packet. 

 

Eagleville Library:  Reports were submitted in the board packet. 

 

Rutherford County Library System (RCLS):   Reports submitted in the board packet. 

 

Stones River Regional Library (SRRL):  Reports submitted in the board packet. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS (non-agenda items):  All speakers expressed their support or 

opposition to Item 9 – Other Business of the Agenda: (a) Remove material that promotes, 

encourages, advocates for, or normalizes transgenderism or "gender confusion" in minors, and 

(b) request for reconsideration – to withdraw the book Me and My Dysphoria Monster by Laura 

Kate Dale from the collection. All speakers were residents of Murfreesboro/Rutherford County 

and library card holders. 

 

 1.  Michele Johnson spoke in favor of the motion. 

 2.  Heather Cook spoke in favor of the motion. 

 3.  Brittany Pittman spoke in opposition to the motion. 

 4.  Kelly Northcutt spoke in opposition to the motion. 

 5.  Chris Warren spoke in opposition to the motion. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS:   Mr. King mentioned there was a request to flip the order of two (2) 

items under Other Business.   

 

o Request for reconsideration:  Me and My Dysphoria Monster by Laura Kate Dale, 

illustrated by Ang Hui Qing (Easy book/Fiction).   

 

Staff recommendation:  Remain in the collection in its current location. 

 

Ms. Woodward made a motion for the withdrawal of the book, Me and My Dysphoria 

Monster by Laura Kate Dale, from the collection of the RCLS.  Ms. Quesenberry 

seconded.   

 

After an impassioned discussion, Mr. King called for a roll call vote: 

Groce, Benjamin – Nay 

Holden Rollie, Jr. – Abstain 

Huddleston, Sam – Aye 
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Piazza, Dina – Aye 

Quesenberry, Susan – Aye 

Wells, Kory – Nay 

Woodward, Marzee – Aye 

York, Cody – Aye 

 

Total:  Ayes = 5              Nays = 2            Abstain = 1 

 

Motion carried. 

 

o Remove material that promotes, encourages, advocates for or normalizes transgenderism 

or “gender confusion” in minors. 

 

Mr. York proposed a motion directing staff to “remove materials that promote, 

encourage, advocate for, or normalize transgenderism or ‘gender confusion’ in minors,” 

Ms. Quesenberry seconded. 

 

Mr. York elaborated on the rationale behind his proposal, saying that the board has the 

right to remove books that are “factually incorrect” and that the board has an “obligation 

to protect children.” Several board members voiced opposition to a comprehensive 

removal of materials based solely on their subject matter, and offered alternatives.  Board 

members’ concerns included the constitutionality of the action, vagueness of the 

language, and the likelihood of litigation. 

 

Ms. Barrett stated her concern that the motion contradicts numerous RCLS policies, and 

requested it be postponed until a permanent director is in place.  Ms. Wells moved to 

postpone the motion indefinitely; this failed to be seconded. 

 

Mr. King called for a roll call vote: 

 

York, Cody – Aye 

Woodward, Marzee – Aye 

Wells, Kory – Nay 

Quesenberry, Susan – Aye 

Piazza, Dina – Aye 

Huddleston, Sam – Aye 

Holden, Rollie Jr. – Nay 

Groce, Benjamin – Nay 

 

Total:  Ayes = 5              Nays = 3             

 

Motion carried. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 


